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GUIDELINES TO ALTERNATIVE FINAL 

EXAMINATION 2019/2020 DUE TO THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC- SEMESTER II 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
Due to the continued restrictions on travel and other areas of life imposed by the COVID-

19 pandemic, we will not be able to have supervised examinations in Semester II. Instead, 

we have designed an online take-home final examination for Semester II courses. 

 

Please read the following guidelines in all pages carefully: 
These instructions apply to all students (including re-sit/repeat students) 

registered for Semester II courses in the following programmes: 

• Advanced Certificate in Social Sciences 

• Higher Diploma in Youth Work 

• BA in Social Sciences 

• BA in Youth and Community Development 

 

General Guidelines: 
 

A. Instead of a three-hour supervised examination paper, you will be expected to submit 

an essay for each course. 

 

B. You will receive two (02) questions for each course. You must select only one (01) 

of the questions to answer. 

 

C. These questions will be made available on the following dates: 

i. Levels 1, 2 and 3 – 18th of December 2020 

ii. Level 4 – 19th of December 2020 

iii. Level 5 – 20th of December 2020 

 

D. The questions will be made available on OUSL Elearn platforms that have been set 

up for each course and through MyOUSL (Online courses in http://elearn.ou.ac.lk). 

You must log in to MyOUSL or the relevant OUSL Elearn online course to access the 

questions. 

 

E. Deadlines for submission are as follows: 

i. Levels 1, 2, and 3: 2nd  of January 2021 

ii. Level 4:  3rd   of January 2021 

iii. Level 5:  4th  of January 2021 

 

F. There will be no extensions. Submissions will not be accepted after the due date. 
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G. This take-home final examination is considered a FINAL EXAMINATION for the 

course. You are expected to note the following: 

 

i. Prepare for the assignment as you would for a final exam: you must be familiar 

with the course content and be confident that you can meet the learning outcomes 

of the course. 

ii. The question will be an ‘application type’. That is, you will be tested on your 

familiarity with the course content and your ability to apply what you have learnt 

to understand, explain, and analyze a situation or problem. 

iii. You are NOT expected to do extensive referencing while answering this 

question. 

iv. We suggest that you spend about one hour to complete the question. 

v. You must indicate your full name, registration number, course code and the 

course title in the cover page of the answer sheet given.  

vi. Copying and plagiarism will be strictly penalized. You will be assessed as you 

would be for a supervised final examination. Same standards of quality will be 

expected and maintained. 

 

H. Upload the essay to the relevant OUSL Elearn platform from your home. For example, 

if you have registered for DSU3552, you must upload your essay on the OUSL Elearn 

platform that has been created for the course. 

 

OR 

 

If you are having serious issues in submitting your final examination to the Elearn 

platform, you can email the soft copy of your answer script only to 

ssdexamination@ou.ac.lk  (Each answer should be sent as a separate attachment 

saved according to the specifications given in this document.) 

You must NOT submit multiple copies of your essays. In such cases, we will 

consider the first submission for marking.  

 

I. You must submit an essay for EACH course for which you have registered. For 

example, if you are a Level 3 student, and you have registered for 3 courses, you must 

submit an essay for each of those courses. 

 

J. You must fill the declaration form attached at the end of the answer sheet with each 

essay acknowledging that this is your own work and that you have not 

copied/plagiarized.  

 

K. You must use the given answer sheet when you answer the questions. Essays that do 

not use the given answer sheet will be rejected. 

 

L. You must save your answer scripts mentioning your registration number and course 

code separated by hyphens. e. g. 118356462-DSU5651. Your submission on 
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Elearn/email attachment should appear to us in this manner. 

 

M. How to upload your alternative final take-home answer scripts on OUSL Elearn: 

i. Log into the relevant course on the OUSL Elearn platform. 

ii. There will be drop boxes for each question (Question 1 or Question 2). 

iii. Select the dropbox for the question you have answered. 

iv. Students registered for Levels 1, 2 and 3 courses must select your registered 

Regional/Study Centre. 

• For example, if you are from the Batticaloa Regional Centre, you must 

select the Batticaloa link in the dropbox. 

• Upload your assignment to the given link. 

Level 4 students and those registered for all other courses at Level 5 need NOT select 

a regional/study centre to upload the assignment. 

v. Please do not submit multiple copies in various folders. Only submit a copy in 

the relevant folder.  

 

N. Guidelines for Essay 

1. All essays must be word-processed. 

2. Each essay must include the following information: 

a. Student Registration Number 

b. Programme for which the student has registered (Advanced Certificate, 

BASS, BAYCD etc.) 

c. Course Code and Course Title 

(We have attached an answering sheet for you to use) 

3. Word limit: 1500-2000 words. 

4. Font: Times New Roman; size 12 

5. Double spaced between lines and paragraphs. 

6. Follow reference guidelines provided in your Student Guidelines. 

7. Each answer must be typed using the given answering sheet.  

 

If you have any questions/clarifications, please contact the relevant Module Leader. 

 

Please make sure that you check the relevant OUSL Elearn platforms regularly for 

further information.  

 

We hope you will cooperate with us and also support each other so that together, we can 

overcome the challenges that we are facing due to COVID 19. Please do not hesitate to 

contact either the Module Leader or Level Coordinator if you need clarifications. 

 

Department of Social Studies 

3rd December  2020. 


